
LAWRENCE KING     We are deeply saddened by the tragic death of Lawrence 
(Larry) King, a student at E.O. Green Junior High in Oxnard, California.  
  
Ten years after Wyoming college student Matthew Shepard was brutally murdered 
because of his sexual orientation, a 15-year-old gay California student is dead after 
a student allegedly shot him because of his sexual orientation and gender expression. 
The 14-year-old attacker, among a group of students known to bully and harass King 
because he sometimes wore makeup and jewelry and told classmates he was gay, has 
been charged with murder and a hate crime.    
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We have received many comments about this terrible tragedy and have included a few in this update. As part of the 
Models of Excellence Scholarship program, Carl Matthes and Carl Johnson sent a check  to establish a scholarship 
which will be called the Lawrence King Memorial Scholarship . 
 

· From a parent (edited version) 
A year ago today, I contacted you regarding getting involved in Project 10.  My husband and I had just found out that 
our son was gay, and we wanted to support him in every way we could. Since then, his grades have gone from B’s 
and C’s to straight A’s. He is taking honors biology and next year he will be in all honors classes. He was 
just accepted into the California Junior Philharmonic and will be performing regularly at the Disney Concert Hall. His 
social life is full as he is quite popular at his school. Accolades aside, he seems happy and comfortable with him-
self. Although my husband and I mourned the loss of the dreams we had of a straight son, at this point we are thrilled 
to have such a wonderful child as he brings us joy every day. No longer do we mourn, but look forward to sharing a 
great future with our only child. It’s a sad irony that today, the anniversary of our son’s “coming out”, a hate-motivated 
murder against a gay child has occurred.   
 

· From Les Hammer, Friend 
I consider Larry a hero and a martyr for his courage in coming out at [age] 15 and standing up to the bully who took 
his life. His story is heartbreaking. “The real issue is not the kid coming out,” said Kevin Jennings [founder of Gay and 
Lesbian Education Network], “but the kid sitting next to him.”  
 
I remember a line from Hamlet, “There is special providence in the fall of a sparrow…” 

· From Frances Nicholson, GSA Advisor 
Thought you might like to know that Blair IB Magnet School in Pasadena, thanks to its fairly new Gay-Straight Al-
liance, has designated this entire week Lawrence King Memorial Week . Most of the staff and many students 
will be wearing black ribbons all week to remember the death of a student who was a victim of prejudice. I have 
been surprised who has asked for a black ribbon so far. We may run out, as we ran out of buttons saying, "I'm an 
Ally" during Ally Week this fall.  

Friends of Project 10 Inc. Responds 
 

Project 10 began twenty-four years ago in the Los Angeles Unified School District as the result of a student like Larry 
being harassed out of a local high school. Many advances have been achieved for gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans-
gender students since then, but Larry's death reminds us that much work still needs to be done to erase hatred and 
bigotry in our society.  
 
The 2001–02 California Healthy Kids Survey for the California Department of Education found that California students 
who were harassed because they are, or are perceived to be gay or lesbian were more than five times more likely 
than other students  to report being threatened or injured with a weapon (28% to 5%). 
 
The state mandates against the harassment of students on the basis of sexual orientation and gender, and many 
schools have antibullying programs in place. The schools, on the other hand, complain that the mandates 
are unfunded, and therefore, the programs cannot be carried out. It is unfortunate that programs have to be in place 
to teach teachers, principals and other school leaders what should already be in their hearts. Public school educa-
tion is for everyone. Gay and gender nonconforming students should be free pursue their education 
in a safe environment, secure in the knowledge that their r ight to self  expression wil l be protected 
by the vigorous enforcement of existing laws and a general wil l to end hatred and discrimination. 

                         In Memory of Gary Fuller  
 
Gary Fuller, a generous donor to the scholarship program, was tragically killed in a car 
crash last November. He established a scholarship in the name of Jan Knudson which will 
continue as well as a scholarship being established in Gary’s name. A beautiful memorial 
service was held by friends last month, and the number of people who attended gave wit-
ness to a kind and much loved friend. Gay will be very missed. 



Models of Excellence (MOE) Scholarship  

We are still looking for people and organizations to sponsor scholarships. 
Contact the Friends of Project 10 Inc. office for more information at  <project10@hotmail.com> or 626.577.4553.  

 
LGBTQ Youth Prom 

 
Once again, the night will be filled with dinner, dancing and meeting new friends at 
the 14th annual LGBTQ Youth Prom. The date is May 16, 2008 and the place is 
Friendship Auditorium. Payment must be received by Friday, May 9, 2008 for  
prepay tickets . Visit <http:// www.modelsofpride.org/prom > for more informa-
tion and to download a ticket application. 
 
It is our policy that no student will be turned away for lack of funds. Several donors 

have expressed an interest in paying for student tickets. The cost of sponsorship is $50 and the sponsor’s name will 
be listed in the prom program. Mark your contribution “prom ticket” if you are interested in sponsoring a student for 
the prom. 
 
NOTE*  Because of increased costs and because we wa nt to keep the price of student tickets as low as p ossible, we are asking adults 
who accompany students to pay the full price of $50  per ticket.  
 
 

Models of Pride 16 (MOP 16) Conference 
 

MOP 16 is scheduled for Saturday, November 1, 2008,  at Occidental College in Los 
Angeles. This is a free one-day conference for youth ages 14 to 23. The focus is on 
LGBTQ interests and issues. Over 600 youth attended MOP 15 and we are looking for-
ward to an even larger crowd this year. We invite individuals as well as businesses, 
organizations and agencies to be sponsors for this year’s conference.*  
 
Interested youth who would like to serve on the MOP 16 Planning Committee need to contact Gail Rolf  at 
<friendofproject10@hotmail.com> or 626.577.4553 for more information. 
 
Applications for workshops, the resource faire and for volunteers will be made available on the <http://www.
modelsofpride.org/mop>  in a few weeks. Contact us at <friendofproject10@hotmail.com> if you would like to be 
added to the e-mail contact list (lists are not shared) and kept updated regarding these events and notifications. 
 

* Friends of Project 10 Inc. does not accept beverage alcohol or tobacco sponsorships. 
 
 
 

A ROUND OF APPLAUSE FOR OUR DONORS – 2008 
 
It is very simple. We could not continue the work of Friends of Pro-
ject 10 Inc. without the financial support of our loyal and dedicated 
donors. The Models of Excellence Scholarship program, the annual 
Models of Pride Conference at Occidental College and the spring-
time LGBTQ Youth Prom are made possible by your contributions. 
We know there are many demands  made of you and be assured 
that we use your donations wisely. In providing positive events for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

trans youth, our organization fills a niche desperately needed in the youth community. 
 
We especially wish to acknowledge those Project 10 Millennium Trustees who renewed their annual pledges at the 
end of the year. Thank you Susan Burnside, Marcil Sabel of Stark Services, Dan Renberg and Eugene Kapaloski,  
Carl Matthes and Carl Johnson, Tom Lawrence, Arthur Macbeth, Max Manuel, Angel Silva and Ray Espino, Chuck 
Richardson and Brian McEntee, Rick Nordin and John Schug, Chris Haiss, and Joe Brancucci and William Carley,. 
And welcome to our newest trustees Robert Riddle, Gary Booher, and Jackie Goldberg and her partner Sharon 
Stricker. 
 
As we go to press, we  just received a major donation from Thomas Wurster and David Allen. For the last several 
years, they have been major funders for the Models of Pride Conference, and we are very thankful to have them 
aboard once again in 2008.                          

 
 
 
 

 
 

Yummy strawberry Thank You cake! 

The MOE is open to all qualified graduating senior high school students  
who attend California high schools. Students need to demonstrate a 
commitment to LGBTQ civil rights and must be going onto higher educa-
tion. Awards of $1,000 and $500 are given out at the scholarship dinner 
Saturday, June 28, 2008 (PLEASE NOTE THE DATE CHANGE for the 
dinner). Applications are available now and are due no later than Friday, 
April 25, 2008. Visit <http://www.modelsofpride.org/scholarships>  to 
access information and the application for MOE.  

Billy Butchkavitz &  Jennifer DeVoll Adrienne Klein 
Scholarship recipient  

Virginia Uribe &  
Assemblymember Anthony Portantino 

Major supporters! 
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